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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1 1 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Claims 1 1 and 26 recite the limitation "polar plot and radius" which is subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
on the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 and 15 are recites the limitation "the system" in line 6 of each claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



5. Claims 2-14 and 16-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
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indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 2-14 and 16-29 recite the limitation "A" at the beginning of all the dependent 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) (Eff. Filing date of 

application 2/20/2004) as being anticipated by Buvukkokten et al . (U.S. Pub. 2005/0159970) 
(Eff. Filing date of Provisional application: 1/21/2004). 

As to claims 1 and 15, Buvukkokten et al . teaches a collaborative interaction network 
system (see abstract) comprising: 

means for entering login data for a user (see paragraph 31); 

means for inputting basic user profile data elements (see paragraphs 33 and 43); 

means for receiving user characteristics data including 

means for text entry of user created data elements (see figure 3 and paragraph 33); 



Application/Control Number: 10/783,616 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2164 

means for proportional selection of data elements predetermined by the system 
(see paragraphs 33 and 41); 

means for calculating a universe of profile and characteristics data for all users based on 
similarity to the profile and characteristics data of a particular user (see abstract and paragraphs 
29 and 60); 

means for displaying a representation of the universe of data as single points in 
multidimensional relation to a point representing the data of the particular user, the displaying 
means scalable in range from the entire universe of data to data for users in a close neighborhood 
of the particular user's profile and characteristic data (see paragraphs 22, 24, and 48); and, 

means for expansion of a selected one of the single points for display of the profile and 
characteristic data of the user associated with the selected one single point ( see paragraphs 43 
and 63 and claim 39). 

As to claims 2 and 16, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the proportional selection 
means comprises a slider associated with a predetermined term, the slider adjustable through a 
range of applicability of the predetermined term to the user (see paragraphs 1 1 and 24). 

As to claims 3 and 17, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the proportional selection 
means comprises a sandbox for receiving a plurality of attributes selectable by the user (see 
figure 3 and paragraph 43). 
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As to claim 4, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the sandbox further comprises a 
plurality of proportionality bins in which the selected attributes are placed based on relative 
applicability to the user (see paragraph 35). 

As to claims 5 and 20, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the expansion means further 
comprises: 

means for displaying a specific comparison of the particular users profile and 
characteristic data and the profile and characteristic data of the user associated with the selected 
one single point (see figure 2 and figure 4, character 406, 410, and 414). 

As to claims 6 and 21, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the expansion means further 
comprises: 

means for initiating contact with the user associated with the selected one single point 
(see paragraphs 17 and 22). 

As to claims 7 and 22, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the expansion means further 
comprises: 

means for storing the profile information of the user associated with the selected one 
single point in a database specific to the particular user (see figure 1). 
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As to claims 8 and 23, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the single points on the 
displaying means further include secondary indicia of available data included for the user 
associated with the selected one single point (see figure 3 and paragraphs 22 and 29). 

As to claims 9 and 24, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the secondary indicia 
comprises a variable icon representing the single points (see paragraph 61). 

As to claims 10 and 25, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the secondary indicia 
comprises a variable color applied to an icon representing a single point (see paragraphs 60-61). 

As to claims 1 1 and 26, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the multidimensional 
relation is a polar plot and the calculating means calculates a segment and radius for each point 
representing the data for a particular user (see abstract and paragraphs 39 and 60). 

As to claims 12 and 27, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the proportional selection 
means further includes a plurality of selectable categories of attributes, the attributes in each 
category further selectable by the user for placement in the sandbox (see paragraphs 33 and 35). 



As to claims 13 and 28, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the means for receiving 
user characteristic data further includes means for accepting uploaded files (see paragraph 33). 
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As to claims 14 and 29, Buyukkokten et al . teaches a collaborative interaction network 
system further comprising means for searching the universe of profile and characteristics data 
based on a selected one of the user created data elements, profile data elements or predetermined 
data elements (see paragraph 26 and 33). 

As to claim 18, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the step of expanding further 
includes the step of displaying an introductory card with representative data of the user (see 
figure 3). 

As to claim 19, Buyukkokten et al . teaches wherein the step of providing a plurality of 
attributes selectable by the user for placement in a sandbox includes providing a plurality of 
proportionality bins in which the selected attributes are placed based on relative applicability to 
the user (see paragraph 35). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Belix M. Ortiz whose telephone number is 571-272-4081 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on moday-friday 9am-5pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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